The Demand Side:
Voting at 16 – Main Results
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than 18 are more likely to develop a habit of voting
than those who are 18 and older (Zeglovits 2011).

Turnout among this age group is high. For
example, in the 2010 Vienna regional elections, 16-
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voters under 18, we have shown that the political

higher turnout rates than older first time voters
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the voting age was lowered. In addition, the impact

to 16 for the 2005 Vienna regional elections, in

of schools on political interest was stronger than

2010 we could analyze the turnout of 2005’s first

before the electoral reform (Zeglovits &
Zandonella 2011). For the
youngest voters, the main
sources of information on
the election were schools and
parents (Schwarzer and
Zeglovits, forthcoming). A
large proportion of newly
enfranchised voters under 18
reported activities in schools
related to the elections.
Moreover, schools not only
provided information but

Figure 1: Turnout in Vienna 2010 regional elections (low rated estimation), by age
compared to overall turnout of 67.6% (Zeglovits 2011).

also opportunities to discuss
and reflect on political views.

We also found that it is not the case that young
voters’ decision to abstain is driven by a lack of

their interest and knowledge. Their trust and
satisfaction with democracy is even higher.

interest in or engagement with politics (Wagner et
al. 2012). As Figure 2 illustrates, 16- and 17-year
olds are comparable to older citizens in terms of

Finally, there is no evidence that the quality of
vote choice among voters under 18 is any lower
than that of older age groups
(Wagner et al. 2012). The vote
choices of the youngest voters
reflect their preferences as
well than those of older voters
do. Specifically, the
ideological distances between
young voters and the parties
they choose are not higher
than in older age groups.

These cumulative findings
indicate that the consequences
of lowering the voting age in
Austria have been largely
positive in all examined
Figure 2: Interest, knowledge, trust and satisfaction with democracy (from
Wagner et al. 2012). Mean values by age group shown; bars indicate 95%
confidence intervals; dashed line indicates overall mean.

aspects.
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